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the political thinking of farmers was scarcely different from
what it had been in the nineties. The family farm as an
economic and social unit, the bulwark of security for its
members, had fixed their political loyalties, and nothing
short of a profound revolution in its whole structure could
bring a ready agreement with the political aspirations of
urban workers.
The   Cooperative   Commonwealth   Federation   benefited
from the rapid growth of organized labour which accom-
panied the Second World War and its sharper interest in
the actions of government and the issues of politics.    In
1918 organized workers in Canada numbered 248,000.   By
1937 they totalled 384,000,  a number which  represented
only 15 per cent of the wage earners.   But from the outbreak
of the Second World War the enrolment in unions rose to
600,000 by 1943.   The Cooperative Commonwealth Federa-
tion was quick to exploit labour discontent with government
policy.    Its success was notable among the younger indus-
trial unions linked with the Canadian Congress of Labour,
some of whose leaders were much impressed by the political
role   of   British   labour.      "The   British   Labour   party,"
declared a Congress leader in 1941, "stands to-day as the
saviour of democracy."     In  1943  the   Congress endorsed
the Federation as its political arm and urged its member
unions to affiliate with the party.    But frictions appeared
among the workers owing to this call for support.
In Ontario the Federation came close to being a trade
union party, and the strength thus acquired contributed
to its success in the provincial elections of 1943, when it
placed the second largest group in the legislature and for the
time being became the official Opposition. The rapid
advance of industrialism in Ontario and British Columbia
seemed to give a momentary hope that these provinces
would become the strongholds of political labour. But it
was in rural Saskatchewan in 1944 that the Federation)
after a sweeping victory at the polls, actually constituted
the first provincial government. Similarly in the Dominion
elections of the following year, the principal success of the
party was in Saskatchewan and Manitoba, not in Ontario,